
IT happened just as 
the car reached the 
top of a small rise 
outside the Oxford· 
shire village of Stan· 
ford-in-the-Vale. 

John Mann's sister, 
Frances Farrow, was 
in the passenger seat 
beside him. 

Gloria. John's wife. and 
their two daughters 
Natasha. 5, and Tanya, 3, 
were dozing on the back 
eat of their old white 

;vauxhall Victor. 
The family had left the 

home of John's mother in 
Reading, Berkshire, at 
9.30 that Monday evening. 

Just before they 
left, Frances Far-
row her · 

WHEN John Mann and his famify 
saw what they are convinced was a 
flying saucer, it was the beginning of 
the most bizarre hour in their entire 
lives. A "lost" hour in which the 
three adults and two little girls now 
believe they took a trip on a 
Spaceship and talked to alien beings. 
The details of their experience have 
been probed by scientific and medical 
experts. And a hypnotherapist has 
taken them back in time to relive that 
lost hour. Yet the family's stories are 
so consistent that they challenge the 
most sceptical. 
Could it all really have happened? Or 
did the family imagine the whole 
thing? Whatever you believe. you will 
agree that the Mann family's story is 
as fascinating as any science fiction. 
But the beginning was ordinary 
enough ••• 

was a .fUll moon on June 
20th, 1978.} 

With so little trafftc on 
the road John had no 
doubt that they'd get 
home about 11.15. 

As the car mounted the 
rise John and Frances 
spotted a brilliant white 
light in the sky, about a 
mile ahead. 

The light was the size o! 
a car headlamp. 

John joked: "Wake up, 
Gloria, look over there. 
It's a UFO." 

His wife jerked awake 
and clearly saw it, too. 
She said: "It's too large to 
be a star." 
' They drove on for a 
mile. The light did not 
change its position. 

swishing sound and the 
scoring noise of a train's 
wheels against a track. 

''The moon re-appeared 
and through the dusk I 
could make out a vast 
circular shape over a 
hundred feet up in the 
sky. It was moving very 
slowly. 

"It came directly at , 
went over the car, arid 
drifted over trees on the 
right into a field. 

"As it swung away we 
could see the underside or 
a massive saucer-shaped 
object, its undercarriage 
lit by a circular rim o! 
brilliant coloured lights." 

The children had woken 
up and were pressing 
their faces against the 

car's rear window. 
The noise from 

the craft stopped. 
In the silenc 
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lhu.sb~md Ronald in 
Thrupp, near 
Stroud, Gloucester­
shire, to say they 
were on their way. 
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Gloria's paruc-stric- the entrance to the own. 
ken cry . brought Altbou&h a quiet coun· 
JohJ? to hls senses. trJ town it was unusually 
"QUICk, John, get 
back into the car- empty for 10.30 p.m. when 

John glanced at 
his watch, as he 
was anxious to reach a 
Pangboume garage before 
10 p.m. 

It was 9.30 p.m. exactly. 
When they arrived at 

Pangboume at 9.50 p.m. 
the garage was closed. 
They drove on to Wan­
tagE:~ stopping on a self­
service forecourt. Then 
they continued along the 
A417 - very familiar to 
them - that led to the 
M ann home in Broc k­
worth, Gloucester. 

They reached Stanford­
ln-the-Vale about 10.15 
p.m. 

It was now dusk after a 
hot early summer day. 
One or two clouds were 
beginning to form high in 
the darkening sky, but 
with a near full moon 
they could see for miles. 

[The British climatology 
department at Bracknell 
Weather Centre confirms 
that in that area on the 
night of Monday, June 
19th, 1978, there were var­
iable amounts of mediE:,m_­
to 4 · loud with very 
good visibility. The Royal 
o ry at Hertsmon­
ceux, Sussex, says there 

Curiosity got the better 
of John. He decided to 
stop the car and get out 
to check if he could hear· 
any aircraft noise. 

He slowed right down 
to 5 m ph and was about 
to brake when Gloria 
said: "Don't stop here. We 
are right outside a house. 
We might alarm the peo­
ple inside." 

'GET BACK-H'S 
GOING TO LAND' 
John drove another 

hundred yards. He and 
Frances saw a red light 
flash on and off on the 
right side of the white 
light, which now seemed 
to be coming straight at 
them. 

John put on the hand­
brake and leaped from 
the car with the engine 
still running. 

Suddenly the moon was 
eclipsed by pitch black­
ness and John could hear 
a noise'7 getting louder. 

He says: "It did not 
sound like an aircraft 
n ·se but a mixture of a 

it is going to land,. people would have been 
• leaving local pubs. But 

she shouted. . the family saw no one. 
John had dnven 

another hundred yards They drove on towarqs 
when he realised that Cirencester. Frances said 
they were no longer on quietly: "I don't want to 
the familiar road home. wo~ any~ody, but look 
He remembered no turn- behmd us. 
ings on either side that he TRACKED BY A 
could, in his dazed state, 
have driven into. 

The journey was a BALL Of IJGHJ dream-like experience. ··rt 
was suddenly pitch 
black,'' he recalls. To the right of the car, 

''I could no longer see about 200 feet away, was 
over the hedges. we 1a ball o~ brilliant white 
seemed to be tightly hem- light, pacmg the car. 
med in on either side by a I t d 1 s a p p e a r e d 
tall dense hedge. whenever the car 

''The road was no approached houses or vU­
longer straight but wound lages, only to re-appear 
up and down small once they were back on 
humps and rises, with the deserted road. 
sharp bends. As the car entered 

" I 1 o o ked at the ~irenc~ster the ball . or 
speedometer and we were light disappeared: Dunng 
doing about 40 mph, in the.l~t twenty nun~tes o! 
top gear. the1~ JOUCJ?eY they d1d not 

"I h d th t 1i 1 see lt agam. a .e s range ee- When they arrived 
ing that if I took myhome at Court Road 
hands off t~e wheel.,the Brockworth, John phoned 
car would drive itself. RAF Brlze Norton, the 

They rounded a finallargest base in Britain, 
bend and found them- about seven miles from 
selves just inside Farinl-~don. 
don. But they h PN-Jl H 'd h ted '-­
sed the Farin don si at~ e S8.l e wan . IAI 

report a mysterious low­
flying object they had 
seen about an hour ago ln 
the Faringdon area. 

John says: ''The man I 
was· speaking to said, 
'That must have been 
about 11.15.' 

"Without thinking 
about what he had said I 
looked at my watch to 



eck that would roughly 
ve been the t1me. 
''But according to mu 
'at.ch it was gone mid­
fght-which u:as ridicul-
113 because we should 
ave got home an hour 
riTZier. 
"I was too confused to 
tart explaining to the 
1an on the phone and 

briefly told him what we 
had seen. 

"He said he would 
check it out and either 
call us hack or we could 
ring and ask for him­
Corporal Gibson. 
- "I put the phone down 
and saw Gloria .staring at 
the clock on the wall and 
Frances examininc her 

John had stopped. the car. 
••n wa.s directly over the 

top of the house. 
"We sat bolt upright. 

John ran to the window 
but the noise suddenly 
stopped and he could see 
nothing." 

When Natasha got 
home from school the 
next day she mentioned 
to her mother that she 
had told her teacher she 

with Frances and Ronalcl 
Farrow. 

Frances casually 
remarked: "I don't know 
where the rashes came 
from, but someone cer• 
talnly kicked me." i 

Just below her right. 
knee on the outer side · 
was a three-inch oval 
bruise. 1 

ftm_..a. had seen a flying saucer. 

on Sunday morninr 
Gloria noticed a small 
round dark blue marle 
below her right knee. t 

brooch watch-it was just 
after 12.15 a.m. 

"We decided for argu· · 
ment's sake we must have 
spent longer than we 
thought on the mysteey 
road." 

After their strange · 
@Xperience Gloria did not 
like the idea of her sister· 
in-law driving home alone 
and asked her to stay. 

But Fra.nces, a very 
calm and capable woman, 
wanted to get home. -

John and Gloria and 
the children walked with 
her to the car. 

SUDDE11. Y THAT 
NOISE-AGAIN 
-

As Na tasha kissed 
Frances goodnight she 
said sleepily: "You had 
better keep your windows 
winded up , Auntie 
Frances, in case you ge~ 
sucked up." 

They went haek 
indoors. Gloria says: "I 
was still feeling a bit 
dazed and told John I felt 
sick. He said he felt a 'bit 
queasy, too. 

•·we were just about to 
go to sleep when we both 
heard the same noise we 
had experienced when 

She said her teacher 
had asked her to draw 
what she had seen, and 
noted her story 1n the 
classroom news diary. 

By the time John got 
home from work - he 
was a building contractor 
- he had decided to 
return to Stanford-in-the­
Vale and retrace their 
journey. 

He wanted to see lf he 
could find the mysterious 
road they had got lost on 
and time how long it took 
to drive from there to 
Faringdon. 

Gloria, Frances and her 
husband, Ronald, decided 
to accompany him. 

They left Stanford the 
same time as the night 
before and slowed down 
at the exact spot where 

· John had originally 
intended to stop and 
Gloria had told him to 
drive on because of the 
lighted house. 

There was no house at 
that spot-just an open 
field. 

{Haring driven alonv 
that stretch of road 
myself from Stanford to 
Faringdon I can conftrm 
that there is no house./ 

When they reached the 
spot where John had 
stopped the car, lt wu 
too dark to see 1! there 
were any markings ln the 
field on the right where 
something could have 
landed, and they decided 
to return the !ollowinl 
Sunday afternoon. 

The distance from there 
to Faringdon-just over 

'one mile-could in no WI.J 
account for the lost hour. 

on Thursday eventnc 
John examined the lower 
part of his chest which 
had been itching all day. 
There was a red band. Of 
heat spots. • .. 

''The following daJ I 
had a similar rash on ~ 
left arm and leg from tbe 
knee down," says Olorla. 

''There was nothlnl Oil 
the children. John ranc 
Frances and menUonecl 
our heat rashes. 

''She said she had been 
scratching her head an<l 

_ neck the day before." :Joi.i 

She rushed into Johl\ 
who was still in bed, and 
pulling back the sheets, 
saw a similar mark on the 
outer side of his leg below 
his right knee. · 

In the afternoon, they 
returned to the field 
where they had seen the 
strange craft apparently 
landing. They found no 
marks in the grass. 

And within a few days 
the marks on their legs 
had vanished too. 

.-rMARE OF I 

ITA- EYES I 

The next week Natasha • 
woke up i,n the night, 
confused and upset. 
Gloria heard her crying 
and went to her. She 
didn't recognise her 
mother and kept saying: 
"Where is Mummy? I 
want my Mummy." . 

It was the first o! three 
or four nightmares. Olona 
tried gently to find out 
what was frightening her, 
but says: "She was at ftrst 
reluctant to say anything. 

"Then she· told me 1n 
her dreams she could see 
lots of strange people 
With tunny eyes sta.rinl at 
her and someone .had 
taken Mummy · an4 
Daddy into other rooms. -~ 

·- "When I tried to let 
·more out o! her ahe aot 
very cross and said, 'You 
should know, you were 
there.' 

• •• Atter a eouple or wee& 
the nightmares stop~" 

John had unsueceu­
fuJJy trled to contact Cor· 
poral Glbson a couple of 
times at Brlze Norton; i 
~ · on the third attempt he 
was put through to some· 
one who told hJm theY 
had made inqulrlel fol· 
lowtng h1l report. There 
had been no clvWan or 
mllltary aircraft ln that 
area at that time or night, 
and no one else had 
reported seeing anything. 

(Flight Lieutenant Jim 
Kenejfck, at Brize Norton. 
co7Vtrmed that on t./uJ 
night of June 19th, 1978, 

On Saturday night the ~ 
Mann family went to stay 

Please 
to next--



Contlnaedlrola 
Pqe21 

there was an operational 
assistant caUed Corporal 
Gibson on duty who log­
ged the inquiry. 

He adds: ••our com­
prehensive radar scan 
would have clearly 
picked up any aircraJt · 
within a fifty-mile 
TCJdJus. "] 

' e alke i 
the light and 

At the end of June John 
had a heavy cold He was 
lying in bed early one 
evening dozing. 

floated up' 
••I began to see myself 

as if in 'a dream, driving 
along that dark, narrow, 
winding road that we 
knew did not exist," he 
says. 
. ••I saw myself stop the 
car in front of a brilliant 
beam of yellowish light 
coming from the sky. 

. uwe all got out of the 
car and walked into the 
light beam and floated up 
into some sort of aircraft. 

uwe walked along a cor­
ridor untll we reached 
three identical doors. 
Without speaking I 
entered one, Oloria and 
the children another, and 
Frances a third. 

•'The room I was in was 
fairly dark but I heard a 
voice telling me to sit. 

"The voice told me I 
was going to have some 
sort of med1cal and the 
otbera were having the 
same tblllg. 

••1 was aware of so~e-

thing attaching itself to 
my right leg below the 
knee. After about ftve 
minutes the leg clamp 
retracted . 

"I returned to the cor­
ridor and the others came 
out of their rooms. We 
walked without 'speaking 
back to where we had 
entered the craft, 
floated back down the 
shaft of light, got ln the 
car and drove oft 

.. I woke up." 

TIE IEI\8K 
IS CAU.BIIN 

A couple of days later 
his sister revealed she 
had a 8imllar. dream two 
days before h1a. 

Oloria bad no l1m11ar 
dreams · 

The more the family 

Matasha with her drawing of the car shrouded 
In a beam of light from a flying saucer. 

talked among themselves 
and their closer friends 
the more they were con­
vinced they had made 
contact with the UFO. 

Oloria went to the local 
library to try to ftnd an 
address of an organisa­
tion that could help them 
explain their experience. 

From some of the books 
she copied out the tele­
phone number of Ken 
Phlllips who, from his 
home in Sprlngfteld, Mil­
ton Keynes, manned a 24-
hour hot line for reports 
on UFO sightings. 

John phoned Mr. Phil­
Ups, who says: .. From 
John's report I realised he 
and h1s famlly had under­
gone a profound experi­
ence. 

••t sent him a prellml­
nary questionnaire tD ml 
1n. When he returned lt, 
his report was passed on 
to Frank Jobnllon, the 

e Thej'ullstoru ofthe ~a 0/the Mannfamily 
wtU be found in The Jano8 People, by Frank Johnson, 
to be published by NevUle Speanrum Ud, on October 9, 
price £5.25. 

UFO lrivestlgator who 
lived nearest the family." 

Frank Johnson, a 
retired senior lecturer 1n 
zoology, from Aston Uni­
versity, Birmlngham, had 
been with the British 
UFO Investigators Net­
work about 18 months. 

Before he got 1n touch 
with the family, Natasha 
bad ftnlshed the school 
summer tenn and on the 
last day brought home all 
her work books. 

Among them was the 
drawing she had done at 
achool the day after their 
Journey from ReadiiJI. 

It showed a aauctr· 
ahaped Spacecraft *&ed 
In coloured lights hover· 
lng over the family car. 

A beam of yellow llght 
splashed down from the 
Spacecraft on to the 
road-just as her father 
had dreamed. 

After half a dozen meet­
Ings with Frank Johnson, 
the fam1ly could provide 
no further details of their 
original story. 

John says: "When we 
told him about the rashes 
and bruises and that 
Oloria and I had felt sick 
on the night of the sight­
Ing he suggested that we 
might like to take blood 
tests to lee if we had 
come IDto eontact with 
radiation." · 

I 
It was now the begin-

P.:~=~-::::=::·=::~-;.·.···· .......... ·.·."' .......... ·'·'•''·'·''·'''''''' .•..•• ,. ............ ~ 



Dlnl of November and 
Olorla wu nearly two 
months pregnant With 
U1e1r son Gregory. 

11The results of the 
blood test came through 
and both John and I were . 
perfectly normal. The 
doctor Joked: ·wen Mrs. 

• Mann, I can assure you 
JOur baby does not have 
peen blood.' 

.. Frances' results were 
completely nonnal, too; 
Frank did not feel it 
necessary for the children 
to have blood tests." 

When the fam1ly next 
met FraDk lohnson he I 
auggested tbat a hypnot-
Sat might be able to help 

. - .... · :-.~ ...... :.-.. . . .. , .. 

them remember what had 
actually happened. 

Frank telephoned Geof· 
frey M'Cartney, a consul· 
tant hypnotheraplst. 

Gloria's doctor advised 
against hypnosis during 
her pregnancy, but John 
and Frances started 
weekly meetings . 

Under hypnods the 
famtly told an even 
atr~nger atoTJI • 

• 

• 



THIS IS what J'ohD 
Mama now eonftdently 
remembers of that 
eerie nl&'ht two rears 
ago: 

"I now know I did not 
get lost on a road that 
dOe& not exist," he says. 
"What really happened 
was that the space ship 
hovered in front of the car 
about 100 ·feet .osr tAt 
sround. 

"A white mist eoverecl 
the road In front of me. l 
stopped the ear, got out 
and walked towarda the 
lll1st. 

''I became aware or 
eight· ·or ten· ahadoWJI 
1lgures. 

''They cUd not approach 
me directly or say ·~· 
thing, but walked allent~~ 
to the car. 

''They retumed with 
Gloria and Frances anc:l 
the children and we 
walked towards a brlWant 
column of l.lght. As we 
entered the light beam we 
aeemec:l to 11oat upward& 

"I then'remember belnC 
In a 1arse cJrcular room. 

Sliver suits 

led Aklllal ancl 11er Into 1ancl and I felt I WU 
frlend'a nam, · wa1 actuau,on board. 
Coaentia. . -we 1ew over a deso-

"A man then came Into late -landsCape ot arer 
the room. BPQke .to tbe 1Joulders and rocks and I 
9/omen ID a ~ I oou14 see some of the 
dld not understand iD& mckl part1nc and a craft 
telllng me he. waa caDed emefllnl. 
t;uida• told. me to ~ "'t wu about the a11e or 
~'W~turnec! to the 1 alnlle decker bus, ancl 

&st room. He spoke Into went Into a tunneL 
a re c e.a sed w a 11 "'saw a1x ftgures CU'l7·· 

''There were three men microphone fn hla OWD ID1 a makeshift; crate. 
wearing close-fitting Jangu&ge anc1 hl8 voice Tlier were dressed 1D 
metalllc sliver suits with echoed like a tannor monk-like hablt.l: 
balaelava type helmet& system. "Anoulda said sacll)' 

''They had J)ale eom- "About t1tt1 people. tbat the crate was a comn 
plexlons and their eyea entered the room. and the craft had come to 
were pale blue. ''Anouxla lalcl to a ·COllect tbelr dead. 

"One of them said Ill 'Do not be alarme "The m. ended l1ld I 
perfect !:ngllsh: 'Wel• . Something 1s comfnl remember feeling a great 
come to our ahlp. No we must move a ahon sac:1ne1s as 1 went into 
barm Wl11 come to you. distance: another room where· 
We wtab to examine you.' ''Th fl med to tl" Frances, Gloria and the 

WBA'l' •appenel 
4uriDI that lost hour 
Is now quite vlvld to 
lohn's sister, 
Prances, u the llJPa 
aotheraplst pro• 
41ctecL 

"Whea .Jc)Jaa wa1 
taken tor hll meclleal I 
was separatecl from. 
Glorla and the children 
ana taken ID&o IBoUaer 
room. . 

"' remem\er vert Ut­
tie aboa' tile ez•miDa­
ttoa. 

The planet 
"' wu eseortetl ' ' a .._ wltla a plaiD white ··li·o . oli' .. ,. ··nver 

anlfora to a room. 
where there were about 
llfteea &t &weatr 
JeOple. 

"The DWl tOtclme his 
aame was Vxlaulla. 

"He sal& 'I am a 
explorer pUot from the 
planet Janos.• 

"Be sail le wouta · 
thow me • mm which 
would explain why they 
lwlleft Janos and were 
aow searc~ for some­
where to Uve. 

"A panel OD OM of the 
walls lit up like a larre . 
televlsloa screen.. There 
were three planets on 
the screen whleh he cal­
lecl Sarnla, sartoa and 
Janos, hll home. 

"He tolc1 how Sartoa, 
Uae J)aaet nearest their 
11111, eame too close to 
JUlOI aDcl atartect to 
dlslntepoate and sho 
·them wltb meteorlt 

"11'1laulla pointed at "A IliaD. asked me '!to to theele:r see r Chlldren were waiting." 
step through a door ancl ·--- --------·-····-~========~~!!J leave the others beblnd. ''Anowda sale!, 'You ate · 

very fortunate to have, 
"In the middle of the been m the engine rooms 

room was a sort ot when the illlp was 
denttat's chair. lllOving.' 

''Two women came Into ''Much later on when t 
the room. One told me to asked what~ powered the 
sit 1n the chair and she ship he salcl lt waa a 
strapped my wrists to the process they were pre­
chair anns. parec:t to bargain with tor 

''The other woman~- the possibility of Uvlnl 
pressing ··buttons on a peacefully on Eartb. 
desk. ''We then went to a 

"An Intense beam or large room which 
white light shone on to Anouxia said was used tor 
my face. . navigation. 

"Then one of the "Anouxla pointed to a 
women pulled ~methlnl desk, pressect . a button. 
black down fl:om the and a screen Ut up. He cemnr. told me he wanted to 

"' was left cdmpletetr show me a mm of hll' 
daRd. I could hear a home. 
woman's voice saylnr1 "I had the impression 
'Wake up .John. Wake U~ the fl1m was being taken 

''She salcl ahe Wl8 cal• froin an aircraft COmiDS 



said 
e 

alien 
as we 

lelt t e 
space 
·shi 

picture or what he safd 
were nucle4t power sta­
tions and· explained 
that after the ftrst one 
was hit by a meteor lt 
aet off a chaiD reaction 
which devastated the 
remainder of Janos. 

"Then a coloured pic­
ture flashed on the 
screen of a younr 
woman with blonde 
hall' and features like 
these of the space ship 
erew. She was holdinr 
hands with a small boy 
IDd rtrl, 

••uxlaulla appeared 
ap1et. Be said the 
weman wu his 23-ye&J'o 
old wife Vmna aDd the 
eJdNna Jds ftV&-J'eal'­
eJt taaPter aad tJuree. 
JeaHid 1011. They had 

The child's story 

.JOHN MANN'S children, Natasha and Tanya dld 
not undel'lo hypnosis because they were too JOUJII. • 

But, Natasha repeated her story for me: · 
"There was a lady on the space ship whcf told me 

~------------------------~~~~------.~-----------,· hernmnewuSerkW&L _ "The lady took me, 

"A beam of white light shone on to my face" soys John, 

CUed durfnr the nuclear 
explosions. 

"He told me that 
explorer space 1hips 
ft'om the master base 
ship, the temporary 
home of the Janos sar­
vivon, had been sent to 
find a new home for 
their people. From what 
they had seen of Earth, 
they would like to live 
there. 

"Thea I was taken 
Into a room where 
Glorla was waltlnr 
wltb Natasha and 
T&DJa. 

"John appeared a few 
seeonds later." 
. John and Prances 

remember a woman 
otrertnr them colourless 
ftDJ drinks. 
Natas~ and Tanya 

refllsecl their clrbW aDcl 
she said: "It doesn't 
matter, they are too 
younr to remember, 
besides, no one would 
believe them." 

John asked If the 
drinks were alcoholic 
and was told: "No, lt Is 
to help rou forget." 

"You must forget 
because JIOU wUI be 
explotted. In· time JIOU 
toUl remember. We wfll 
meet again and JIOU wfU 
know us.'' 

Anouxla, who had 

Drawing: ROY WRIGHT 

shown John round the 
ship, then shook hands 
with John and ldssecl 
the women on the 
cheek. Prances remem· 
hers his Ups felt per­
fectly normal. 

He then Indicated 
that the family should 
step out throurb the 
open hatchway. · 

John says: "As soon as 
our feet touched the 
rround the shaft of · 
light moved away from 
us and the man who 
had accompanied us. 
walked slowly hack·. 
wards Into the U,ht 
saying, 'You w 11 
remember not~ .. ~ 

Next Sunday: WHAT THE EXPERTS SAY 

MUDllilY, Tanya, Auntie 
Frances and Daddy into a 
room. 

''Then one of the men : 
took Frances and J)addJ 
somewhere and ~ 
Jay down on a bed. 

"Serkillu said: 'Come 
With me.' 

"We went In to a room 
and Serkillas showed me 
the pictures, Uke OD a 
television screen. • 

Green ~ys 
''It was a -coloured ft1m 

and ftrst of all she showed 
me a few monsters. The 
monsters looked like men 
with long hair but they 
Uved in caves. 

"Then she showed me 
Uttle green boys and girls. 
They .were called Pbuaan· 
theas-Mummy later 
helped me spell their 
name. 

"The Phusantheas Uved 
on another planet, but 
Serkillas said she had 
been on their planet and" 
seen them and some of 
them had guns. 

••serkillas told me her 
planet was too near a sun 
and it got too hot and 
burnt up so they had to 
leave. 

"I saw her pt&net that 
got burnt on the pictures. 

"Serkillas and the other 
ladies wore s1lver clothes. 

''She otrered D)e a driDt, 
but I did not want lt. e 
then went down on tbe 
beam and went to the ear 
and went home." ____ _j 



£ CH June 19 fo; the 
past two yeors, at 10.1 S 
. ., John Mann and his 

family hove driven along 
a stretch of the A417 
near the Oxfordshire vil· 
lege of Stanford-in-the-

. al.-to see if the 
a Hens from Space will 
k p their promise to 
return. lt was there, in 
978, that the family 

are convinced they were 
taken aboard a flying 
saucer. Their strange 
xperiences aboard the 

UFO were at first blot• 
tecl from thei; minds, 
leaving one hour unoc• 
counted for in their · 

· recollections of that 
evening. But since John 
oncl sister Frances 
underwent hyp­
notherapy, tlaeir 

mories are vivicl. 
And nothing is more 
vi id than the words of 
one of the silnr-suitecl, 
human-like aliens: "WE 

LL MEET AGAIN." 

.DYS 
Mystery 
Mail 
Arthur 
·c. Clarka 

WORLD-FAMOUS 
writer of science-fic­
tion and science-fact, 
Arthur C. Clarke, 
whose latest book 
Mysterious World is 
now being serialised 
on ITV, says: · 

"The UFO phenomena 
and reports of encoun­
ters with beings from 
Outer Space are a myth 
of our age. 

"What makes it all 
even more of a fairy tale 
are the claims of meet­
ings with Space people 
who look just like us .. 

''The human race is 

the · product of millions . 
of coincidences. If there 
is any form of intelligent . 
life other .than ours in 
Outer Space, it certainly 
won't be men and 
W'omen in silver Space 
suits. 
· "I am sure most of the 

people who do believe 
are very honest people. 

"But when people are 
asked to describe some­
thing fantastic that has 
happened to them, they 
can do so only in terms 
familiar to them. 

"What this family 
'describe anf draw are 
similar to.4he material 

... 
in ftlms, television pr'og­
rammes, newspaper 
reports, science fiction: 
anything that has ever 
dealt With UFOs and 
close encounters. 

~~I myself have seen. 
ftve or six UFOs, every­
one of which would have · 
convinced most people 
they were seeing some­
thing inexplicable. 

"One of the UFOs had 
me and f1lm producer 
Stanley Kubrtck, who I 

The ./Wl atoru of the expe ! 
of the M ann familJJ will k 
tn The lane& People, ~ 
Johmon, to be publ,. 
· Neville Spearman, Lt ., o 
October 9 at £5.25. 

-~ ............... .....-.~~~~ ----
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. THE PSYCHIATRIST: . " 
TOP Wimpole 
Street psychiatrist 
Dr. David Waxman, 
chairman of the 
Medical and Dental 
Hypnotists Associa­
tion, says: ' 

"I have an open 
mind about UFOs. 

"But here we have a 
family who are good, 
honest, basic people, 
driving along a 
deserted country road 
late at night, who see a 
light in the sky. The 

can't. 
ftrst thing John Mann 
says to his wife is, 
'Look, it's a UFO.' . 
"Al.ready the'JI 

believe in the possz­
bility. 

''There could be a 
logical reason for the 
apparent loss of one 
hour. But I do not 
.dismiss the possibility 
of some paranormal 
phenor.nenon wh.ic}! 

'rile 
are N r lyi ' 

GLOUCESTER hypnotheraplst G~offrey 
M'Cr.rtney '!orked with the family for three 
months, takmg them back in time to relive· 
what happened to them that . weird night in 
1978. He says: "Hypnotism is not a truth test. 

worked with on 2001, A 
Space Odyssey, totally 
fooled for a while. 

"But in every case, 
there was a logical and 
rational explanation. 

"I re ard a visit from 
bein a Spacecraft 
as the ern equiva-
,Ient o( ·es at the 
bottom ot the ~arden." 

"But if John and Frances 
had concocted something 
between them, at some st~e 
you would expect theu 
stories to contradict. · 

"True there were conflict­
ing descriptions in their 
stories, but they were out­
numbered by similarities. 

"All I can say with any · 
certainty is that they have 
'had a unique and identical 
experience. They did not 
make it up." 

' 
delayed their arrival 
home. There ar~ things 
we cannot explain. 

"However, the man 
and his sister dream of 
going up in a Space­
ship. Of course they 
will have such dreams: 
they are convinced 
they saw a UFO and 
are anxious and con-
1\Jsed. . 
"Alon~ comes a UFO 

investigator who 
believes in the possi­
bility of beings from 
Outer Space. 

"He takes them to a 
hypnotist. He is 'cued' 
by the investigator to 
find out what hap­
pened to the family on 
the Spaceship. In turn, 
the hypnotist 'cues' his 
subject towards the 
answers. 

"No one is deliber­
ately being misleading. 
But once the family 
have been 'cued in' by 
the investigator and 
the hypnotist, they are 
e~pected to come up 
WIth some sort bf 
story-and they do. 

"What they are say­
ing is only the truth as 
they believe it." 



FLYING s a u c er s a r e 
circling in the mysteri­
ous Welsh Triangle. 

And the latest " spot " has 
excited investigators from 
the British UFO Research 
Association. 

After more than 50 
positive sightings in the 
Triangle - formed between 
Swansea, Mid- Wales and 
Broad Haven-they regard 
this one as the most 
factual yet 

It was ".experienced " by 
company directors P e t e r 
Bevan, and Elvet Dyer as 
they drove between Car­
marthen a n d Newcastle 
Emlyn on a bright morning. 

Mr Dyer said : " A huge 
cigar - shaped machine at 
least 20ft long crGssed our 

I By John Christopher 

path 100 yards ahead. It 
was flying so low it would 
have taken the top oft a 
double decker bus. 

" It made no sound and 
we thought it was going to 
crash. 

"We braced ourselves for 
an explosion as it passed 
out of sight into a field, but 
when we looked into the 
field there was nothing 
there at all." 

The two men, non­
believers in Unidentified 
Flying Objects, were shaken 
and unnerved. 

Mr Dyer said : " I have 
never seen any flying 

maebiae' 
machine like it in my life. 

'' It had no wings, taU 
fins, cockpit or any pro­
trusions. I do not know 

-how it was ftyinr at all." 
Mr Randall Pugh, regional 

investigator for the UFO 
Association said: "We know 
there is something very 
strange going on in this 
area. 

" Many of the reports are 
from intelligent, educated 
people who are not disposed 
to exaggerate or misconstrue , .. 
what they have seen.'' ' 

AMERICAN -'1stronomy Professor J. Allen Hynek has 
called on N liS A to reopen investigation of fl:yt.ng 
saucer reports. He said: H The solution to the 
mystery ot UFOs remains one of mankind's greatest 
challenges." 


